WEDNESDAYS AT 6PM LIVE ON WBOK 1230, OR
LISTEN ONLINE OR AS A PODCAST

LISTEN LIVE

Jeanne's Take | June 12, 2019
Dear Crosstowners,
These recent days, as we lose some of the most iconic & legendary
cultural citizens of our city, first Leah Chase, leader in civil rights, culinary
arts and humanity; Dr. John who personified the funk so central to our
culture, and Spencer Bohren, storyteller and prolific blues guitarist, we
think about our cultural future. Who will fill their shoes? And will the city
provide the opportunities and welcome they had in their eras?
We have enjoyed an influx of creatives since Katrina knocked down our levies, but we warily
observe the departure of some of our cultural leaders as well in recent months.
I often warn visitors to our city who have that familiar urge to decide to stay here forever that
New Orleans is a city that demands a powerful entrepreneurial capacity. We are not a city of
overwhelming job opportunities and business support. So only the most aggressively creative and
entrepreneurial can build a sustainable creative career and support their families.
We'll talk today with two important citizens who are working to encourage and help creatives
sustain lives in our city. Delfeayo Marsalis, a leading musician but so much more as he works with
youth through his Kidstown After School program, to advance their talent and creative lives, and Kyle
Wedberg, President and CEO of NOCCA, the high School that has fostered so many creative careers
including such luminaries as Wynton Marsalis, Harry Connick Jr., Terence Blanchard, and so many
others.
Our guests will herald some of the new young creatives that are emerging from their programs but
also talk about the challenges and strategies for helping our community to foster the business and life
opportunities that will keep new, young and developing talent here and help our cultural center grow
and achieve its potential destiny as a leading global creative center.

Join us as we acknowledge the passing of our greats, learn of new inspiring creatives coming up
and peer into our future.

Jeanne Nathan
Host and Executive Producer

The following article was published online and in print by The New Orleans Advocate
on June 5, 2019

Peek inside old Ford plant in Arabi, where Sidney Torres III envisions an
'economic engine'
By R. Stephanie Bruno for The Advocate

When Henry Ford was looking for a place to assemble Model Ts back in the 1920s, he had
efficiency on his mind. Why assemble identical parts for cars in Detroit, then pay to ship them all
over the nation? When he decided to build regional assembly pants instead, he went looking for
large pieces of land, preferably well served by rail and a river, and close to a major metropolitan
area.
"And that is how the Ford Assembly Plant landed on the riverfront in Arabi," said Sidney
Torres III, who recently acquired the dormant plant on 27 riverfront acres. "I like the creativity
that he demonstrated. My goal is to develop the place so that it again serves as an economic
engine for Arabi, St. Bernard and Orleans Parish, too."
From 1923 to 1933, the plant churned out as many as 300 cars a day, many destined for
export to Central and South America. About 1,000 people worked in the factory at its peak. After
manufacturing ended, the site was used as a warehouse for the U.S. Army, a Ford dealership
and a freight storage facility.
Creativity means a lot to Torres, as was evident recently when he hosted an event at the old
plant celebrating the parish-sponsored neighborhood redevelopment program, "Sold on St.
Bernard."
Visitors loosened their neckties and gulped cold drinks, since the vast building is not airconditioned. But if the 225,000-square-foot plant felt a bit warm, that did not interfere with the
enthusiasm of those who came out to get their first look at the place and to have their photos
taken with a Model T brought in for the occasion.
Torres sees the building developing into an artistic hub of sorts, where creative people can
congregate and share ideas. One element will be an expansion of the Ranch Film Studio that

Torres built on Judge Perez Drive in Chalmette. According to a prospectus seeking investors, the
plant might be suitable for Hollywood studios and large production companies, the tech industry,
esports and convention and event planners.
Torres said he wants to include an event or performance space and places for artists to
work.
"I want to see it become a center for any number of creative industries," Torres said.
This is music to the ears of Bob Tannen and Jeanne Nathan, local artists who have worked
through The Creative Alliance of New Orleans to ensure that the area's many "creatives" play a
leading role in economic development.

Nathan has created a pop-up art gallery that takes up about 2,000 square feet of the huge
space. Work is for sale there by local artists, including Errol Barron, Jackie Bishop, Tina
Freeman, Mitchell Gaudet, and Sandra Pulitzer.
"We would love to be able to be open daily, but for now, we plan to open the second Saturday
of every month, when the galleries along the St. Claude corridor host art openings," Nathan said.
The factory was designed by Albert Kahn, who drew up so many auto plants that he became
known as the "architect of Detroit." Kahn's creative use of steel reinforced concrete made it
possible to span more space and therefore to use fewer supports, an ideal condition for the
assembly floor. It also lends itself to Torres' big vision for the place as a "sustainable hub for the
creative industries."
"I know how the creatives make a community better and play a big role in the economy,
wherever they go," Torres said. "We want that to happen here and for this place to be a
sustainable venue, a permanent part of the community."
To view more pictures of the plant's interior, find the original article here
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Wednesday's Guests
Delfeayo Marsalis
Musician & Activist
From the Myrtle Banks Building
in Central City, to the 9th Ward
and

Born and raised in New Orleans, LA, trombonist
Delfeayo Marsalis has dedicated his life to music, theatre
and education. At the age of 17, he began his career as
a producer and has to date produced over 120
recordings garnering one Grammy award and several
nominations. He has composed over 90 songs that help
introduce kids to jazz through musical theatre and has
reached over 5,000 students nationally with his
Swinging with the Cool School soft introduction to jazz
workshops.

Crevasse 22 | River House
downriver in Poydras,
Louisiana, CANO's Creative
Spaces support the work of
artists in New Orleans'
underserved communities.
Current Exhibitions:

Kyle Wedberg
President & CEO of NOCCA

Kyle Wedberg is in his 12th year as President and
Chief Executive Officer of NOCCA-the performing and
visual arts high school for the State of Louisiana. Before
coming to NOCCA, Kyle served as Chief Administrative
Officer for Recovery School District of Louisiana. In 2017
Kyle was given the Jeffery Lawrence Award for
Outstanding National Art School Leader by the Arts
Schools Network.

In Depth
Dr. John, Hall of Fame Singer Who Brought
New Orleans to the World, Dead at 77

Mac Rebennack, the New Orleans pianist, singersongwriter and producer better known as
Dr. John, died Thursday at the age of 77. The cause
of death was a heart attack, according to his family.
"Towards the break of day on June 6, 2019, iconic
music legend Malcolm John Rebennack, Jr.,
professionally known as Dr. John, passed away of a
heart attack," his family said in a statement. "As a
Rock N Roll Hall of Fame inductee, six-time Grammy
winner, songwriter, composer, producer and
performer, he created a unique blend of music which
carried his hometown, New Orleans, at its heart, as it
was always in his heart. The family thanks all whom
have shared his unique musical journey, and requests
privacy at this time. Memorial arrangements will be
arranged in due course."
Although best known for his Seventies solo work
and radio hits like "Right Place, Wrong Time,"
Rebennack had a career that spanned pop history.
He was a key part of the "Wrecking Crew" stable of
ace Los Angeles session musicians in the Sixties. He
played on recordings by Cher, Aretha Franklin,
Canned Heat, Frank Zappa and countless others,
fusing funk with R&B and boogie woogie.

"Landscapes and
Monsters" Open Most
Weekends during Spring.
Check with
504.218.4807
Enjoy art and nature at a
bucolic site in Poydras, only 25
minutes downriver from the
French Quarter. See work by
artists Jonathan Mayers Gina
Phillips,Rudolph Radlinger,
Walter Anderson and a survey
of carved wildfowl at
Crevasse 22 | River House
8122 Saro Lane
Poydras, LA
Call 504.218.4807
for more information
Presented by:
CANO and
Torres | Burns Trust
CANO's
Creative Space at
Myrtle Banks Building 1307
Oretha Castle Haley Boulevard

Rebennack began putting out his own records in
1968 with the release of his debut album Gris-Gris. It
was the beginning of his larger-than-life Dr. John
Creaux the Night Tripper character, with Rebennack
incorporating elements of voodoo into his outrageous
stage show. He quickly grew a large following,
introducing much of America to New Orleans music.
Read more about the prolific performer in
Rolling Stone here

Spencer Bohren, New Orleans blues and
folk guitarist, dies of cancer at 69
Spencer Bohren, a much-respected and widely
traveled New Orleans folk- and blues-based guitarist
and visual artist, died Saturday of cancer. He was 69.
Over the course of a career of more than 50
years, Bohren, the quintessential modern-day
troubadour, traveled far and wide from his Esplanade
Ridge home to peddle an evocative medley of
American roots music that drew on blues, folk, gospel
and other traditions.
He was born in Wyoming and spent his formative
years in various Western states. He and his wife,
Marilyn, moved to New Orleans in the 1970s, and he
soon became a fixture of the local music community.
From 1978 to 1982, he held down a Monday night gig
at Tipitina's.
When his children were young, he took them
along for long tours across the United States. He
toured extensively in Europe and was especially
popular in Germany. He appeared on the public radio
show "A Prairie Home Companion."
He generally performed alone, interspersing
stories between songs rendered with acoustic
guitars, a National steel guitar or vintage lap steel
guitars. His documentary performance "Down the
Dirt Road Blues" introduced legions of students to
American roots music.
Read Keith Spera's complete obituary for The
Advocate here

Leah Chase, New Orleans' matriarch of
Creole cuisine, dead at 96
Leah Chase, New Orleans' matriarch of Creole
cuisine, who fed civil rights leaders, musicians and
presidents in a career spanning seven decades, died
Saturday (June 1) surrounded by family. She was 96.
Mrs. Chase, who possessed a beatific smile and a
perpetually calm demeanor, presided over the kitchen
at Dooky Chase's Restaurant until well into her 10th
decade, turning out specialties such as lima beans
and shrimp over rice, shrimp Clemenceau and fried

Exhibition of quilts by Ceceliia
Pedescleaux and friends

Open to visitors weekdays,
9am - 5pm.
Located on the 3rd floor
at 1307 OC Haley Blvd in
Central City above
Dryades Public Market
Art House on the Levee

Robert Tannen's "Stealth House
Boat", with Aria da Capo,
availablle for exhibition by
calling 504.218.4807

chicken that was judged the best in the city in a poll
by NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune.
Every Holy Thursday, hundreds showed up to
enjoy gallons of her gumbo z'herbes, a dark, thick
concoction that contains the last meat to be eaten
before Good Friday.
Read John Pope's complete celebration of Leah here

In Other News
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Torres Law

Who Were the Ancestors of Native
Americans? A Lost People in Siberia, Scientists
Say

By Carl Zimmer for The New York Times
A skeleton in Siberia nearly 10,000 years old has
yielded DNA that reveals a striking kinship to living
Native Americans, scientists reported on
Wednesday. The finding, published in the journal
Nature, provides an important new clue to the
migrations that first brought people to the Americas.
"In terms of peopling of the Americas, we have
found close to the missing link," said Eske Willerslev,
a geneticist at the University of Copenhagen and a
co-author of the new paper. "It's not the direct
ancestor, but it's extremely close."
Decades of research by archaeologists and linguists
suggests that people first came to the Americas at
the end of the last ice age, by 14,500 years ago. The
route, most experts believe, was a land bridge that
connected Alaska and Siberia across what is now the
Bering Sea.
But Siberia is a vast land that has been home to
many cultures over thousands of years. Researchers
turned to DNA in hopes of clarifying which of these
were the ancestors of Native Americans.
Early studies were inconclusive: Native Americans
didn't seem to have many genetic links to any living
group of Siberians. Dr. Willerslev suspected that the
DNA of ancient Siberians could help solve the puzzle.
Explore more here

Let's Ditch Mitch

Op-Ed by Gail Collins for The New York Times
O.K., throwing this one at you without warning:
What's your opinion of Mitch McConnell?
A) Spawn of Satan.
B) Sort of pitiful, what with having Donald Trump on
his back.
C) Can we talk about how he looks like a turtle?
Definitely not the last one. It's true that many
Americans think of McConnell as turtle-like, due to his
lack of anything resembling a chin.

4139 Canal Street

Now Playing

636 North Broad Street,
near the Lafitte Greenway

But this is wrong on two counts. First, you shouldnt
tackle people you disagree with by making fun of
their looks.
Second, it gives turtles a bad name. Turtles are
great for the environment and everybody likes
them. They sing to their children. You are never
going to see a turtle killing gun control legislation.
Mitch, on the other hand, has a longstanding alliance
with the National Rifle Association, which has shown
its affection to the tune of about $1.3 million in
support. Anything the N.R.A. dislikes never gets the
chance to come up for a Senate vote. Reauthorization
of the Violence Against Women Act is moldering
away in a corner because the N.R.A. doesn't want
authorities taking guns away from domestic abusers.
The evisceration continues here

Letter of Recommendation: Washing Dishes

Washing dishes, I give myself the chance to
remember that ordinary isn't the enemy but the
bedrock upon which the rest of experience ebbs and
flows.
More on achieving cleaning catharsis here

Coming Attractions
Algiers is turning 300!

The Algiers Tricentennial is a year-long
celebration created to commemorate the founding of
Algiers in 1719. With programming that honors our
past, we hope to inspire our future through
economic, educational and cultural programs and by
advocating for appropriate development throughout
Algiers.
To see the full calendar of events celebrating the
community, click here.

Caribbean Festival

The weekend of June 20th will hold a celebration
of Caribbean music, dance, culture, and cuisine.
A complete list of events and tickets are
available here.

Crosstown Scenes
Honoring a Culinary Legend

Billie Beads
Handmade, bejeweled
accessories & art made in
Brooklyn.
Visit their Etsy shop!

Celebrities and locals alike gathered to pay their respects at
Leah Chase's memorial

Snapshot from Clifton Webb's On the Shoulders of Ancestors, a
tribute to Miss Chase

...and a Musical Legend as well

Celebratory mourners at Dr. John's Second Line
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